The spatial distribution of pancreatic islets follows a universal power law.
In a previous report we quantified the apparently complex and irregular distribution of pancreatic islets in the guinea pig by showing that they formed a set of cluster or correlation dimension approximately 2.5. Here we show that this distribution holds in a wide range of mammalian species and through ontogenetic development in the guinea pig. These results strongly suggest that islet formation follows an iterative or fractal rule which is universal among mammals.